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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Gregory R. Lunt on 1/1 5/08. 

2. The application have been amended as follows: 
Please replace claim 1 as follows: 

1 . In a computing environment for propagating annotations to electronic documents 
among a plurality of users' computers, a method for sharing handwritten annotation data related 
to one or more pages of a document among a plurality of users' computers associated with the 
document, the method comprising: 

an act of receiving a first user's handwritten annotations from the first user's computer 
among a plurality of users' computers, each of the users' computers having annotation access to 
a public data entry area available to each of the plurality of users' computers, the public data 
entry area being configured for sharing handwritten annotations received from one or more of 
the plurality of users' computers with one or more other of the plurality of users' computers such 
that the received handwritten annotations appear to be written on a common display surface 
shared among the plurality of users' computers in real time; 
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an act of determining in a first determination that the first user's handwritten annotations 
are public data; 

an act of automatically writing the handwritten annotations of the first user to the public 
data entry area in response to the first determination that the first user's handwritten annotations 
are public data; 

an act of displaying a list of users who provided public data; 

an act of receiving at least one subscription request from one or more of the plurality of 
user's computers to subscribe to the first user's handwritten annotations in response to a 
selection of the first user in the list of users who provided public data; 

an act of adding at least one of the plurality of users to a list of subscribers that are 
subscribed to access the first user's handwritten annotations based on the received at least one 
subscription request; 

an act of displaying on the first user's display the list of subscribers to the first user's 
handwritten annotations; 

an act of determining in a second determination that the first user has indicated in the 
displayed list of subscribers that one or more of the subscribers that are subscribed to the first 
user's handwritten annotations is to be denied subscription to the first user's handwritten 
annotations; 

based on the second determination, an act of selectively denying on a per-user basis the 
one or more of the subscribers indicated by the first user to be denied subscription to the first 
user's handwritten annotations from being added to the list of subscribers that are subscribed to 
access the first user's handwritten annotations; 
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an act of distributing the first user's handwritten annotations to computers of users who 
are on the list of subscribers to access the first user's annotations; and 

an act of preventing distribution of the first user's handwritten annotations to computers 
of users who were selectively denied from being added to the list of subscribers subscribed to 
access the first user's handwritten annotations. 

Please replace claim 3 as follows: 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein distributing the handwritten annotations 
comprises combining the first user's handwritten annotations with other handwritten annotations 
on the public data entry area. 

Please replace claim 4 as follows: 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the public data entry area corresponds to a page of 
a publication, and wherein receiving handwritten annotations comprises receiving handwritten 
strokes corresponding to the page. 

Please replace claim 5 as follows: 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein distributing the handwritten annotations to 
comprising combining the first user's handwritten annotations with other handwritten 
annotations on a graffiti page. 



Please replace claim 6 as follows: 
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6. The method of claim 5 wherein receiving handwritten annotations comprises 
receiving handwritten strokes independent of any page of a publication. 

Please replace claim 8 as follows: 

8. The method of claim 8 wherein distributing the handwritten annotations 
comprises automatically updating a subscriber. 

Please replace claim 9 as follows: 

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising, receiving a request from a computing 
device corresponding to a subscriber, and wherein distributing the handwritten annotations 
comprises providing the handwritten annotations in response to the request. 

Please replace claim 10 as follows: 

10. The methodof claim 1 further comprising, persisting the handwritten annotations. 
Please replace claim 1 1 as follows: 

1 1 . The method of claim 10 further comprising, receiving data corresponding to a 
page of a publication, and wherein persisting the handwritten annotations comprises persisting 
the handwritten annotations in association with the page. 

Please replace claim 13 as follows: 
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13. In a computer network having a server's computer and clients' computers for 
propagating annotations to electronic documents among a plurality of clients' computers, a 
system for sharing handwritten annotation data related to one or more pages of a document 
among a plurality of clients' computers associated with the document, the system comprising: 

annotation devices that are clients' computers of the server's computer, each of the 
annotation devices including an annotations program that manages handwritten annotations input 
by each of a plurality of clients at each of the clients' computers, respectively, each of the 
clients' computers having annotation access to a public data entry area available to each of the 
clients' computers, the public data entry area being configured for sharing handwritten 
annotations received from one or more of the clients' computers with one or more other of the 
clients' computers such that the received handwritten annotations appear to be written on a 
common display surface shared among the clients' computers in real time, and includes at least 
one operating mode configured to write the received handwritten annotations of each of the 
plurality of clients at each of the clients' computers, respectively to a the public data entry area 
in response to a determination that the received handwritten annotations are public data; 

a determining mechanism that determines that the handwritten annotations of a first 
client are public data; 

a display means that displays a list of clients who provided public data on the clients' 
display devices and displays a list of subscribers who subscribe to the first client's handwritten 
annotations; 

a subscription determining mechanism that: 
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receives at least one subscription request from one or more of the clients' 
computer to subscribe to the first client's handwritten annotations in response to a 
selection of the first client in the list of clients who provided public data; 

adds at least one of the plurality of clients to a list of subscribers that are 
subscribed to access the first client's handwritten annotations based on the 
received at least one subscription request; 

selectively denies on a per-client basis at least one of the clients' computer 
from being added to the list of subscribers that are subscribed to access the first 
client's handwritten annotations based on the received at least one subscription 
request; 

determines that the first client has indicated in the displayed list of 
subscribers that one or more of the subscribers that are subscribed to the first 
client's handwritten annotations is to be denied subscription to the first client's 
handwritten annotations; and 

based on the indicated determination, selectively denying on a per-client 
basis the one or more of the subscribers indicated by the first client to be denied 
subscription to the first client's handwritten annotations from being added to the 
list of subscribers that are subscribed to access the first client's handwritten 
annotations; 

a send mechanism that sends the first client's handwritten annotations to the server's 
computer for distribution to computers of clients who are on the list of subscribers to access the 
first client's annotations; and 



Application/Control Number: Page 8 

10/676,366 

Art Unit: 2178 

a distribution prevention mechanism that prevents distribution of the first client's 
handwritten annotations to computers of clients who were selectively denied from being added 
to the list of subscribers subscribed to access the first client's handwritten annotations. 

Please replace claim 16 as follows: 

16. The method of claim 1 3 wherein the annotation program send mechanism 
provides an identity of the first user, and identifier of the page of the publication and stroke data 
corresponding the handwritten annotations to the server's computer. 

Please replace claim 18 as follows: 

18. The method of claim 1 3 wherein annotations program provides at least one 
warning to the first client when the operating mode is one in which the input handwritten 
annotations are to be published. 

Please replace claim 19 as follows: 

19. The method of claim 13 wherein one operating mode in which received 
handwritten annotations are to be published comprises a presentation page notation mode in 
which handwritten annotations are distributed by the server's computer to subscribed clients' 
computers. 



Please replace claim 20 as follows: 
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20. The method of claim 1 3 wherein one operating mode in which received 
handwritten annotations are to be published comprises a shared canvas mode corresponding to a 
publication page in which handwritten annotations are distributed by the server's computer to any 
other clients' computer in association with that publication page. 

Please replace claim 21 as follows: 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 3 wherein one operating mode in which received 
handwritten annotations are to be published comprises a graffiti page canvas mode in which 
handwritten annotations are distributed by the server's computer to any other clients' computer. 

Please replace claim 22 as follows: 

22. The method of claim 13 wherein the annotations device includes a receive 
mechanism that receives handwritten annotations published by at least one other client and 
provides the handwritten annotations to the annotation program for presentation. 

Please replace claim 23 as follows: 

23. The method of claim 21 wherein the handwritten annotation device combines the 
received published handwritten annotations with the handwritten annotations input by a client for 
displaying to that client. 



Please replace claim 36 as follows: 
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36. The method of claim 38, further comprising using a time-based filter to limit the 
handwritten annotations displayed with the document on the public data entry area to those 
handwritten annotations input before a certain time or date. 

Please replace claim 37 as follows: 

37. The method of claim 38, further comprising using an author-based filter to limit 
the annotations displayed with the document on the public data entry area to handwritten 
annotations input by one or more specified users. 

Please replace claim 38 as follows: 

38. In a computing environment for propagating annotations to electronic documents 
among a plurality of users' computers, a method for sharing handwritten annotation data related 
to one or more pages of a document among a plurality of users' computers associated with the 
document, the method comprising: 

an act of receiving a first user's handwritten annotations from the first user's computer 
among a plurality of users' computers, each of the users' computers having annotation access to 
a public data entry area available to each of the plurality of users' computers, the public data 
entry area being configured for sharing handwritten annotations received from one or more of the 
plurality of users' computers with one or more other of the plurality of users' computers such 
that the received handwritten annotations appear to be written on a common display surface 
shared among the plurality of users' computers in real time; 



a 
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an act of determining in a first determination that at least a portion of the handwritten 
annotations are public handwritten annotations and that at least a portion of the handwritten 
annotations are private handwritten annotations; 

an act of managing how the public and private handwritten annotations are shared among 
a plurality of users' computers including: 

an act of managing the sharing of the public handwritten annotations including: 
an act of automatically writing the at least a portion of the public 
handwritten annotations of the first user to the public data entry area in 
response to the first determination in a first color associated with the 
public handwritten annotations; and 

an act of the first user subscribing to the first user's public 
handwritten annotations such that the first user is enabled to see what 
other subscribers, who subscribe to the first user's public handwritten 
annotations, are seeing without the first user's private annotations also 
appearing on a display of the first user; and 
an act of managing the sharing of the private handwritten annotations including: 
an act of displaying a list of users who provided private 
handwritten annotations for the users to subscribe to; 

an act of receiving at least one subscription request from one or 
more of the plurality of users' computers to subscribe to the first user's 
private handwritten annotations in response to a selection of the first user 
in the list of users who provided private handwritten annotations; 
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an act of adding at least one of the plurality of-users to a list of 
subscribers that are subscribed to access the first user's private 
handwritten annotations based on the received subscription request; 

an act of displaying on the first user's display the list of subscribers 
to the first user's private handwritten annotations; 

an act of determining in a second determination that the first user 
has indicated in the displayed list of subscribers that one or more of the 
subscribers that. are subscribed to the first user's private handwritten 
annotations is to be denied subscription to the first user's private 
handwritten annotations; 

based on the second determination, an act of selectively denying 
on a per-user basis the one or more users indicated by the first user to be 
denied subscription to the first user's private handwritten annotations from 
being added to the list of subscribers that are subscribed to access the first 
user's handwritten annotations; 

an act of distributing the first user's private handwritten 
annotations to computers of users who are on the list of subscribers to the 
first user's private annotations in a second color associated with private 
handwritten annotations; and 

an act of preventing distribution of the first user's private 
handwritten annotations to computers of users who were selectively 
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denied from being added to the list of subscribers subscribed to access the 
first user's private handwritten annotations. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claims 1,13 and 38 now renumbered as claims 1,11 and 27 
respectively, the feature of selecting, at computers of users who subscribe to a first user's 
handwritten annotations, the first user in a displayed list of users who provided public data that 
are shared among users' computers in real time, adding the users who subscribed to the first 
user's handwritten annotation to a subscribers list so that the first's user handwritten annotations 
are distributed to the subscribers based on the subscribers list; the first user selectively indicates 
in a displayed list of the subscribers who subscribed to the first user's handwritten annotation, at 
the first user's computer, that one or more of the subscribers is denied, so that the denied 
subscribers are not added to the subscribers list and the first's user handwritten annotations are 
prevented to be distributed to the subscribers that are denied by the first user are not shown and 
would not have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
view of the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thu V. Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4126. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Thu V. Huynh 
January 22, 2008. 



